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I, GNGR.LLs

During this operaticn, I was the Cemmanding Officer of the 1st
Battalion, Tth Cavalry. Un 23 lovember 1965, I was ;rum.ted and turned
over the battalion tu my successors ' :

II. BuCKGRUUND:

‘ “ae Un 10 Novenber the battalicn moved from the base camp at
i Khe, coordinates BR4T6476, by (V-2 to a forward airstril and assembly
ares, south of Pleiku, coordinates 44198340. Frcm there, all companies
wore shuttled the same day by UH=-1D into a search and destriy operaticn
in an area to the east of Plel Me, vicinity coordinates 442007 to 447606
We cunducted saturation patrclling through the 12th with light contact
by only Cumycxny A. Ve also cuniucted a civic acticn program supplying
medical aid and USOM fuod to licntagnerd villege, populaticn 200,
coordinat.s 4.237073. On the 12th, the wssistant Division Coumander - i,
during a visit to the battalion, indiceted t¢ the brigade Commard er
that he had no c¢bjection to the latter sending a battalion into the
Li DRWEG Valley. This we tock as an alert and began e map studys On
13 November, the battalion was moved on brigade orders to & new area of
operations south and southwest of Plei Me. Unce again saturation
patrolling was conducted out of company beses throughout the day with
no contact. Company B was airlifted after 1500 hours into the Brigade
CP area as_security, and fcr an immediate reection force under Brigade
contrul. It closed into position by 1800 hours.

~Be 4t epproximgtely 1700 hours, the Brigade Commander and
. 1 visited the Company & 02 south of Plei Mo. During the visit, the
Brigede Commander gave mo orders to execute an assamlt by heliocpter
into the Iui DRLNG Valley, north of CHU rUNG Mountein early the next
- morning with e mission of ccnducting search and destroy operaticns
through the 15the  The area of operations waes pointed out on the map
and he informed me that we would be supported from L% FulCUN, ccord=-
inates 44023032, by two tatteries of 105mm howitzer artillery = one of
which would e moved by air from FLisI M early on the 14th pricr tc our
asgault.

~ Co I returnod to my CP near Plei Me; formulated a tentative
' plan issued instructions to my staff; prucured furtker details from
3d Brigade Heedquarters and the supporting helicopter units and issued
a warning order to ny unit commanders, staff, and supporting elements.
By 2200 hours, 13 Wovember, all preparations had been accomplished which
were possible without an actual air recunneissance. JLrrangenents ine-
cluded an early morning eirlifi of Company B back to PLEI Mus directions
to the comanders of & and C Companies to concentm.bte their olements at
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first 1izht in the largest vick-up zone(s) in their respective scotorss
end plans for a first light air reoon by all key occumenders anl steff
officers. 4 time of 0830 hours was set for iseusnce at wy C+& of the
operation order. .

D, 4t this time, the "fighting" strength cf my lettered companies
as they went into the operation wis ss followss

TO&L
officers Men Officezs  len
Cob 5 115 6 164
Co B 5 114 6 164
Co C 6 - 106 6 164
Co D 4 76 5 118
f The shorteges were primarily “ue to malaria an’. IS discharges.

Hach company elso ha. 3 ~ § men at lecse camp at an Khe as guar's, sick,

alministrative retenticn, and b .se camp area development workers.

There were 8 - 10 men on R and R nr absent going back to prepare for R and R.
II1, OPER.TIONS l»_* N V JuBaR ¢

dhe

(1) 14 Yovember dawned bright and clpar. Shortly after
first light at 0630 hours, Compeny B wzs returned to battalion control
at rlei lie and began making final preparations for its role as the
assoult company. The Chinooks which hal carried B Company back were
c.nmencing to move Battery 4, 18t Bgttalicn, 218t artillery to Li
YLLOON a8 pisnned. The air reoun pérty hal asseumbled and after a
brief orientaticn on the purpose of the racon, flight route, and items
to look fer, we took off in twu UH-1D's escortsd by two gun ships.

T.e fidght voute is shown on the atteched sketoh (Tab i)e We mide one
south %o north yess at about 4500 feet actusly flew noxth past Duo Co,
coordinetens YaB45255, orbited five minutes, then flew south generally
over the maie pouto and ab the same altitude, and retipned ta Flol le.
The atr rason pérty inelvded the Battslivn Uommendery 8-3; Battaliun
Artillery idelgon Ofviser; Commsndiag ﬁ!’i‘iﬁﬁt Battery 4, 18t Battalion,
218t artillery; Commeyding Offfcer B Comps Zémﬁault Company)s Scout
Saction Leader, Trogp G, 1at Gquadros, Otk - ) veldys and the Commanding
Officer, Company &, 229th Assault Holievpber Battslion (avn Co, Tth
Special ¥orces, 1st Ypeoial Yoroces Group).

(2) During the eir recun, eoveral open arae wero select-:
el by embers of the reccn party as possitle landing zones in and around
tho IA DRANVG Valley. Upen return from the recon at about 0815 hours,
‘we recoived a written Preg Orfer from Brigede which spécifically de-
finéd the ares of operations. The area is shown on the attached map
(Tab B). I thon recaived sorments es to the Ld to be used. Three
possibilities foll out of thip disoussion - Lé's TilG0, X-RaY, and
VKB (8ee Tab B). TaNGO was disoarded as the primery 1& for veing
to tight, e+¢. & "well' = type L& with tall frees around it, amd fox
boing ¥o wsuall - ogpscity of thres to four UH-1P'a. It was agreed
that XeBi¥ and TalKus could both probedbly accommodete eight UH-1D's
ot ono Landdng: 1 tentatively desided on 14 a-RuY snd Lrepared to issue
wy operalicn ordér based on that seleotion. Conourrently I dispetched
the Cavalry Beout Seoticn for & low-level flight up thoe L. Di)G Vallay
aroe to golr detsiled inform tioh on a-RY, YaNiils, the surrounding
torrain, end to louk for signs of anery notivity. The Cavalry Section
retwrned in epproximately 40 minutes with the informatien that YLNKES
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was spotted with high stumps and would be difficult to use as & land«
ing zone. Tue Cavalry Section confirmed that LZ A-Ral could take eight
to ten UH-1D's at one time. ilo signs of enemy activity were detected
around X-Ral, and the Cavalry Section was not fired on during its low-
level recon. Several trails were picked up and their locations were
noted. The Cavalry Section also reported seeing coumo wire on & trail
north of X-RaY which led east and west. No trails led through L4 X-RaY.
1 pade my decision to land at A~RiY with TANGU and YANL.E as alternates
to be used only on my order. I then issued an oral opsration order.
Reduced to writing, it is atveched at Tab C. Fresent to hear the order
were all my Company Commanders; the battalion staff and apecial staff;
the lift Company Commander and his uiaison Officer to the battalion,
the Cavalry Sccut Seotion Leader; €, Battery a, 18t Battalion, 21st
Artillery; and the 3rd Brigsde S-3. The Brigede Commender arrived dur~ -
ing tue issuance of the order and was separately briefed shortly
thereafter. It was then reported to me that the two artillery batteries
were in position, and L set a tiwe of 1030 hours for the assault land-
ing with the 20 mjnute tube artiilery preparation to be timed to be
completed at H-iour mimis one minute. The & and C Company Coumsnders
were then flown back to their companies. The B Company Conmander
returned to his unit on the Plei M airstrip on a mechaniogl mule.
The time was approximately 0915 hours. 411 sepcssary properetions had
either been completed or were nearing completion. No problems had
beon raised.

B, Ty INITIAL 4S84UNP:

Due to last minute positioning of the ertillery pieccs
ocaused by air movement delays, the preparatory fires did not begin
until 1017 hours. 1 wag in tho lead aircraft and had & good view
of these fires. They were precisely where required, and beautifully
tiied with the landing of lead cloments of the assguli company.  Fires
wera concentrated priucipelly around tho landing zone, in the trees-
and high gress, and on a finger and in & drew leading down from the
high ground horthwest of A-RiY. The agerial artillery came in on the
hoela ¢f thg tube artillery firos and worked over the arean for 30 seconds
expamiiug helf their loeds -~ then went into & nearby air orbit '
on dell. The 1ift batdalion gun ships took up the fires and were
imodictely eheed 6f $ho UH-1D's. 48 we came in for the asssult laniw
ing all door gunners fired into the treocs andl high gress. o landed
end ran from the landing zohe inke tho troes fixing oy Me18's- at
likoly enemy positions. My cowmmnd ghomp &6 ndeved of wpaslf, the
Battalion Sergeant dajor, Whe Betsalicn &-2, my ¥¥s wedtio operaiors,
and o Vietnamese naticmal, wdkh duvh Ty Rvkgede, M. W4k - a Montagnard
who oould spoak good cnglish. In ny ctutiand cheppey orbitsing between
©lei Mo and over the Li LS Valley weme wy £-3, artijlery liaison
Officer, and Liaison uffiocsy fpem the helicopter 1Eft company, bnd my
Forward sair Contweller. I hefl placed thom therd during the sssault
for best execubioh of thelr dutiss, for o cotmuiceations reloy, and
for an air OF., Un the growsd we repeivod no enemy fire end made no
conteot upon latiding. The dertein was flat and censisted of scrub
treos up to 100 feet High; thiock slephent grass varying in hoight from
one foot to five foe%; and dnt hills throughout the area up to eight
foot high with thiok Prush ahd elefhinn® grass vn ani sround then.
along the weetorn odge of the L&, the tress and grass were espocially
thiok and extunded off dnte tha jungle on the foothills of the moun-
tain. Lhotographe ¢f the sree ars at Tabs D and ¥, Those photos were
taken Sovexal days sfter the motion ended hence the arce is less
foliated than on 14 Seveudbor when we went in. The 16 UH-1D's returned
to the Plei Mo area to pivk up the remainder of Company B and a port-
ion of the Aext company t0 bo brought in « Compuny .. Thus began' the
procoss of shuttling the bettalion inte v area of operations. "The
tige of tho assault was preeisely 1048 hours. °

Co ButfURIY

(1) In comrlsoncna witkh e drakpiiadd ana  $lha B Mam s 5
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Commender scoured the landing zone by having one of his piatvon lead=
erg dispatch his squads intc different areas, 50 to 100 meters off

the landing zone to reconnoiter, while he retained the balance of his
company concealed in a clump of tress aud high grass nezr the center

of the & ares as an offensive striking foree. &t approximstely 1120
hours, one of the recon squads took a prisvner. 1 immediastely took -
my S5-2 and the Vietnamese, . Wik, anc went to the location and quesa- -
tionéd hin. He was unarmed, dréessed in dirty Khski shirt and trousers
with a gorial number on one of the shirt spaulets, and carried an empty
canteen, Ho stated that he had eaten only bananas for five days, and
that there were three battalions on the mountain alove uws who wanted
very much to kill americsns but had been unable to find them. e
gtated that he was in the Worth Vietnames. army. The B Company
Comwander was cirected to intensify his reconn.issanco in the arce
whare the prischer had been tuken \nosr the mountsin), and tu yrepare
to assume the U Company mission of searching the lower portien of

the mountain sres with emphasis on the finger end drew to the northe-
west. Uy command chopper was called in and the prisoner was taken
bauck immediately for interrogation at the Brigsde CP. By then, 1210
hours, sufficient elements of Company & had landed (unopposed,) to

teke over the Li security mission from Company B. 4lso elements of

the reconnoitering platoon of I Company had made contect with

soattored cnemy riflemen near the mountain. The b Company Commander was
ordered to assume thu C Comueny searching mission; to move up the
finger leading down towarde X«RAYj; and t. devolop the eituetion. B
Company moved out, and I directod the commandor of « Company to prepare
o move up into the same arca on order when Compeny ¢ had arrived in
A-=RuY in sufficient strongth to take over LY security. 4t that tine, 12%0
hours we were taking no fire in the i, 4round 1245 hours, lead ole-
nents of Company b began to engege in a fire fight ¢f moderate in-
tensity. Shortly afterwords at approximately 1330 h.urs, Colmanding
Officer, Company B reportud that he was boing atticked heavily by at
least two companies of enewy and that his right platoon was in danger
of boing surrounded snd out off from tho rest of the company by a
numericelly superior force. The fire fight becamc intonse. &ls0 a
fow rounds of 60 and 81 mn morter fire togan falling in the Li and on
b Compeay. 3B Company also voceived some rocket fire.

(2) Shortly after tho heavy firo fight bogan, the last
platovn of & Gompany and the Compeny Comuznder and leed olements of
¢ G umpany landed. The Commaading Uftiser, Company . was ordered to
wove his compeny up on the loft of b Compeny; to establish physical
ouhteet with ity to protoct the B Company loft flank; and %o scend
cho platcon up tu b Coupany tc assist » Company in getting to the
b Company plet on which was in denger of beihg cut off. The Commend-
ing Officer, Company € wae ordersd tc toke up & blucking pesiticn off
the 1 nding zcne to the south snd southwest to prevent the Ls from
being overran from that direotion, and tu give protestion to & Coumpany's
loft flank. I called the b3 in the commend ohopper and told him to
have my Forward 4ir Controller bring in air strikes Yegiuning on the
lower fringe of the mountain fcothille amnd work ovér the mountain and
onemy approaches t¢ the L from the west and south in that priority.
The same instructions were to be given to the iRi and to the artillery.
Priority of fires were t© go to fire migeicds and requests from
companiesa. When not firing in respunge tv a specific request, fires
were to¢ be poured in as directed above. The Compatiy Cormanders,
forward observers, the forward sir controller, and the axtillexry
Liaison officer were all hoving difficulty getting ovordinated as %o
tho locations of the forward olements of the companies. Thore were
nc woll-defined tortudn features tc¢ help and the scrub and trees all
lookod alikg. The alr was heavy with smoke snd dust. B Company had
more problems than any other compe.y since it had one plateon separ-
ated frow the rest of the company in the jungle, and could nut procie
soly pin p-int its luertion for purposes of close-in fire support. :
Tho pletuon wes in a moving firo-fight ageinst a foree of 75-100 ensmy.
The faot that this plat.on was forward of B and o Gompanies deleyed



delivery of effegtive fircs in support of these twe conmpunies.

licwever, using the technique cf “walki.g'" fires down the mountain

from the south and woest, fires were placed where thoy guve

somo help to theso twu cumpanies - espocially Coumpany &s L spucifically
defined soveral draws leading down from the mcuntain, and wented fires
placed on eneuwy mortar positions sighted or suspected out to 81 mm
mortar ranges Two air strikes were also brought in on the valley

floor to the northwest on and near the location of thoe suspscted

eneny battalion reported by higher headguerters the previous day.

&t this point, the nwst oritical period of the afternoon began.

(3) The A Company Commander sent up or®plation to B
Company es directed. This platoon headed out, become onganged, and
ended up on the right of B Company rather than tho left. This was
¢.nfusing to both the & C mpany Commander and Iyself until later
in the afterncon when the ldcation of this platoon beocame scrited
~oubs The b Company Commender pushed out in an effert to resch his
platcon which by that tine had boon complaotely survounded. b Company
(=) plus the = Cempany plation was able tc get to within 75 meters
of thoe eut-uff platoon but could get no further. The .. Company plat-
con made it cleser than any other element. B Compeny was takingmod-
erate casusltics. Concurrently as Company 4 (-) was hasiing up to=-
wards the left and roarmcet vlements of B Uumpany, it made heavy
ccntect with a large force of at leest ong PuVN Company which wae
driving in and along e dry creck bed parsllel to the westorn odgo of
tho lu, These onewmy werc hoaded directly towards tho loft rear of
Company B« & very heavy fire fight immediately broke cut. a4 Com-
pany was teking light casuslties, and oxtracting a hoavy toll from
the onewy. vne of tihe « Compeny platoons was in such & position thet
it was able t. bring olousu~in flenking fire on 50 ~ 70 YuVh as they
continued weving across their front. dNany of tiem wore killed, as
whon the lesd few were droppod, the remainder kopt ocoming right into
the field «f fire. & Coumpany took two prisoners who were later evic=—
nated to Brigade.

(4) Just a8 the & Cumpany fire fight broke out, the last
elementa of @ Cumpany and tho lead olements of D Company landod. a8
they landed, tho heldcoptors t..ok aumorvus hits but none were shot down.
The C Uompany Commander directed his olonents into position along side
his other clemonts which had landed previotsly. Within five ninutes,
& force of 475 - 200 emeny, hondod for the 3%, ran headldng into C
Companys C Company held then off, killing numorous of them in the
process as they continued trying to get t¢ the landing wone. Une
priscnor wes takon snd evacuagtod. The C Company action continued for

approxivately 1¥ hours until the cnomy, disorganized and decinated,
pulled off undor hoavy friondly artlllory and air fires, Jragging wany
of his desd and wounded.

(5) Coneurront with all of the above, as the first
alements of D Company lended (with the last olemonts of C Company) ,
they limediabely becams sngagad in the fire fight nesr & Company.
Une of the 0 Cumpaty Comuander's radio operators was KIL in the 1if't
Compeny Cormanders helivopter befope he ocuuld dismount and the dour
gunner and cne pilot were wounded. I abupped the other eight UH-1D's
frow landing by redio. The V Company elements counsisted of the command
group, part of the mortar platoon and the antitank plateon. The D
Company Commander led them towaids the scmnd of the heevy firing in
the & Compeny area. They made it to¢ the stresm-bed ereaj iumediately
engaged 25 - 30 PuVl honded down the stream-bed and killed most of
thom. &4 Company olements killed tho rost. During this fight, the
D Conpany Commander and Mortar Platoon leader wers sericusly wounded
but continued to fire their rifles personally killing several PuVi.
&ftor the enomy were stopped, tho D Cumpany Commender altoraiply lost
oongcicusness and ceme to. He turned ovor the conmand of the company
to tho .ntitank Flatoon Bergoant, a Staff Sergeunt, B-6. Digpositions
of unite et thot time are shiwn at Tab F. The Comannding Officer,
Company medo yhysiosl contact with tuis Btaff Sorgecnt and with &y
- approvel dirveotod the D Company eloments to the left of C Company
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tying in tightly arouwnd the southeastern edge of the L off in the brush.

(6) By then we.were teking numerous casualties throughout
the battalion, and it was apparent that we were fighting 500 - 600 enomy.
Yhese woro only the ones we wers in contact with and I figured others
wera hoaded our way. I roquested the irigade Commrnder to send me another
rifle coupany. be immediately approvod this reguest. In fact 1 leter
learned that he had already alerted & CGompany, 2d battalion, Tth Cavalry
and was assombling it at pick~up zonos.

{7) During this fire fight, tho Cavalry Soout Saection was
given specific aroes to roconnoiter. ULhey concentraoted on routes ofugmee
Egress down the mountain to the northwest and southwest, and also
approaches from the north and northwest on the valley floor. Uhe
Cavalry reported results to me on my command noet. 4t this time,
approximetely 1500 hours, 1 decdided that it was nocessary to continue
to land the remsindsr of the tactical elonents of the battalion conw-
. 8isting of the recon pliatoon, 3 U1l loads of U Company men, and
the A0 and 1st Sergeant of D Comprny. &lthough the eastorn portion of
the landing zone was under enony fire it had slacked off considerably
due to the U and U Conprny actions. ‘Thoese elenonts landed safely. T
turned O Uomp ny over to tho Company X aend directed him to dispese
the rocon platoon around the north and e:8t fringe of the L4 for L&
security and as battaelion reserve., Tho U Company Coumander had pre=-
viously, with ny approvel, set up all riflo company mortars on the
cagtern fringe of the L. The U Company Commander was directed to
odd hie nortars to them and take over their control from a central
¥FDU, Frincipel direction of fire waes toward & and b Uompsnies.
The mortsrmen also had the nission of LY defense to their ocast. all
went gquickly into position.

D, Tid oD ATOACK TO REGCH Mk SURROUNDED 2D FiuDOUl CUMPARY Bs

(1) The time was now approxiuatoly 1545 hours and the
disposition of the opposing forcos was as shown at rab ¢. The first
attonpt by Companios & ond b to rewch the cut-off platoon had been
stoppod by npproxiumately 300 ovneny. Wwe weroe taking woderate casunlities
egpoecially among leaders and radioien. shese enony were ageYessive and
thiey came off the wountuin in large groups. They were well-camouflaged
and took excellent advantage of cover and conceslment. They were good
shots. Thoy were srmed with numercus zutounatic weapons ond snall
"pototo~tesher" grenades. uven aftor being hit soveral times in tis
chost, nany continued firing und uoving for soeveral Lore steps before
dropping dead, 1 orderod CVompanics .« and b %o ovacuate tiwir cesuslties;
withdrew undor covering fires out of close contacty and prepared for a
coordinated attack supported by heavy proparstory fires to got back the

. surrounded platoon. lwanwhile Company ¢ was continuing to hold off the
eneny to their front with the holp of some masgnificent artillery and
close alr support. The battalion S-2 was wounded =nd later shot again
and killed during this enouy attack. The surrounded platoon of B
Coupuny stood off numorous LiVli efforts to ovorrun it. Corrying their
dead, thoir wounded, and their oquipment the men of the platoon ostabe
lishoc & snall 25 woter wide periuneter on a slight rise of ground and
redistributed their armunition under houvy enemy fire.

(2) 4t approxinatoly 1620 hours, tho second attack by
Comprnies & and B to rerch the surrounded platoon began. This attack
was precodod by artillery and Ll preparatory fires. between tho firet
and socond attacks and despito heavy firos from artlllery and nir, the
enory had moved well up towards & and B Uompanics. Soume were in troes.
None fell back. For friendly to advance, the enomy had to be killed.
This was difficult bscause thuy were well-camoufleged and usod all
means of cover and concealment. lwny had dug into swmell spidor~holos,
othors were dug into tho tops aud sides of the ant~hills. Ly bhat
tiue, Company & had lost all throee rifle platoon lecdere - one hiu and
ite artillery forward observer hlu. Four mon had boon shot and killei‘
within silx feet of the Conpuny Cormander, including his conmo sergeaht
who was aocting ae a radio operutor. Uotpany B echolonod slightly
ahoad ana to the right of Company ., progrosaod only 75 ~ 100 maters



much of it panid for in closo-in fighting. I had given u Coupeny

back his platoon which had been assisting b Conpany. Nevertholess

& Company could only progress about 150 motorss Unc platoon of 4
Conpany advanced farther than the other twoj became enguged with a
greetly superior force; and was pinned down. &ome of the eneuy per-
nitted the friendly to pese by them in the dense terrain and then
oponed up from conceanled positions. Wwhite phosphorous srtillery was
brought in around the platoon and betweon the platoon and .. Coupany (-}
to give support to an .« Company move forward to get it. Tho buraing
phosphorous ogused o teuporary lull in tho eneny firing and that plus
the suoko, ohabled the platoon and their dead and wounded to te resched
and brought back. 4 200 -« 225 enemy force was still in the area fights
ing againgt Companiocs u and B. Ly 1740 hours, I docided thet it was
necessary to pull 4 and B Companies, undor cover of heavy supporting .
firoes, back to thu fringe of the landing zone end set up & tight
defunsive perimeter for the night. We wero still in good ocomrmn-
ications with the surrounded platoon and it was ringed with close~in
artillery defensive fire. Uy intentions were to conduct another coord-
inoted uttack during the night or eurly tho noxt morning to reach it ox
to got them out during the night by infiltration. Both . and b Companies
had nupercus wla and Kin to get out of tho erva of contacty reorgon-
igation of tho squads snd platoons had b0 be accompliished; pesupply

of anmo snd water had to be carried out; and all unite of the battalion
heel t0 bu tied in and disposed for the night. € Company had tekon a
heavy toll of the enewy throughcut the afterncon. € Company had taken
a fow casualties but was in good shepe and tho onouy, although still

in countzot, had censed his attacks on the ocvmpany. Company D had gone
into position. b Compony, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry was landed in two
to four Uk1D loads at & tiue from 1705 to 1800 hours. e they landod
I built tien into a reserve force prepared to counter~attack any pene-
tration of C Company or for cormitmont in the 4, ¥ Coupany ares of couns
tact. This was not nocoessary.

(3} The withdrewsl of 4 and ¥ Companios wus conducted

sucoesgfully: White phosphorous, fired by artillery, was again used

to ocver the withdrawal. The burning phosphorous scomod to disorganize
tho eneny more then Hi and thoe smoke greutly assited us by its soresne
ing offeete. By 1900 hours, the orgenization of tho porimoter wos

completed; unite were tying in for the night and defensive artillery
and mortar fires wore boing registered. & attachod one platoon of
Conpany B, 24 Battelion, Tth Covelry to ¢ Coupeny as U Company hed a
widor sector tc defend. The rooon plat.on was pleoed in batitalion
rosorves Dispositions were es shown at Tab i

B, UPHAR GCUTVIVERS oURING T J0aRNOOL:

. (1) Wwhile all of the above desoribed actions wore in pro-
grees, munorous othor asctivities were golng on. & Dajor problem wes
care and evacustion of tho wounded. uerly in tho afternoon, the battale
ion aurgamn, modical supplics snd four sid station personnel wore broughb.
in. Thoy arrived axound 1400 hours snd under heavy fira drented the wounded
in wy C¥ arem. 1 did not cell in wed svac holicoptors tou froquontly
bacause most of the aftornoon the landing zone was under firo. wb aboub
1330 hours o emall two-chopper open eres wss selected in the northesstorn
portion of X-Ru¥, as ny supply and evaoustion link tu the rear. This
we had to defand at all ocosta. This ares is shown at Tab 4. < reoguested
the holicopter lift company commander to ovaocuante the wounded, bring in
supplios, and set up a syatem whereby evory helicopter ccming to X-RiY
with troops, with supplies, or for wounded would call me for landing
instruotivna. This sygtom worked very well; throughout the sfterncon
and onrly ovening, nuworous Uh-1D's wero brought in - each from a
specific direction at a preseribed altitude to lend at a spocific place
and go out on a presoribed heading. I have the highest adwnirstion,
preise and rospoct for the outstending prcfessionalisn and courage of
tho Us=1d pilots and crows who ran a gauntlet of enoty fire time aftor
timo to holp us. They never refused tc come inj they followed instruob-
ions beautdfully; they were great. Wwe in turn ¢ullod them in when
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fire was the lightest end tried to have everything ready for each land-
ing to keep them on the ground a minimmm time. Noho were shot down

and destroyed although most of fthen tuok hits. Yw, aircraft were brought
in which did not got out. Une reccived enery fire in the ongine end
had t¢ land in an open sros just off the northern portion of the Lié:
tho other eligped a fow trece tops with the main roior on landing in the
L4 and had to be loft. Crews of both sireraft wors immodiatcely lifted
out by other helicoupters. DBoth downed heliccepters were inmediately
gacurcd by elements of Company D without orders per battalicn BUP -
thoy veing the nearest troops. USoth wore slightly damegoed only and -
wore slung out two deys later by CHe47 Chinvoks. During the throe

day battle, those wore tho only two downed holicoptorse. Ly 1530 hours,
it had bocome cpparent that we would noed g night landing cepability -
that £ neoded a pathfindor toam tc assist me c¢n thoe ground. L called
tho 4 Company, 229th 1lift compeny coumsnder with a request for pathe
findors and was gratified tu learn that he had anticipated the roquire-
nent. They arrived shortly thereaftor und with cngincor demolitioniste
cloared the b4 into o fairly safo two-chopper landing area snd set up
lights to bo turned on if necessary for night landings. «lthough under
enery’ observation anc firo, it was loss vulnorable than the svuthern
portion ¢f K-iuY where wo wereo still cloaning out oneny riflemen.

(2) by derk, at 1915 howrs, o resupply of ammo, rations,
water and moedicnl supplies had been brought in. ULexdrane, morphine,
and bondages were tho medical supplies most noeded and wator was at a
premiune 4t approximately 1650 hours, 1 rodiced my w-3 and told him
to prepare to come in as scon as possible using two UH-10's cnd to
bring in tho ertiliery lieiscn officor, Ful, ftwo radio perators and
more water and small erns aumo. They landed st 2128 hours. The duat
and snoke which hung like a hordizontal ourtain over lhe antire aron
. Qolayod thoir arrival and mado thoe landing vory difficult but cnce agnin,
the 229th pllots perfurmed with great courage and professionalism.

'Tao DUALNG 4 LIGHT OF 14 NOV.LER:

Ao By derknoss, 1915 hours, we had evacuatoed all our woundod
~nd colluctod cur doad in ny CP arce. o and water was boing dlie=-
tributed; the landing zone area was in tho final stoges of reparatien
for night leadings; mortar and artillery fires were being rogistoered
cluse arcund the perimoters o small light proof werking area had been
censtructed out of ponchos for the medics; and the chain of covmmand
had been reorgnnized., 1 talked with many of tha fivn and could see that
the morale was high. We knew we were fmoing & tough chemy but we alsc
knew ths cneny with a greatly superior force had failed to get through
us thut afterncoen. We wore in exvellent shape as wo completed tying dn
our perineter. Tho cut-off platoon of B Company was in good morels aond
was holding its position.

Bes During tho night the ehewy wade several light probes
furward of & and & Conpany, and of C Ucupany near where it tied in
with .« Gompany, srbtillery horcssing anc interdietion fires wore brought
down on tho lowexr fingers anhé draws of the mountain, around the
soutizorn and westorn odges of the perimeters and up on the slopes whore
four or five cleotric lights were observed. We received six or saven
rounds of high ex;lusive fire, either mortar or roockets.

Ce The surrounded platocn of B Company on a finger of the moune
tain 300 neters northwest of the battalion perimcter was jrotectoed by
cloge-in artillory fires all night. Tho ensiy could be heurd all drcund
the platoon. wrtillery fire was breught in on these areas and tho shouts
and screans told of guod results. Tho platcon began and ended the night
with 8 KIi, 12 Wia and 7 wen not wouncded. It wss disposed in two soparate
locations within their smsll porimeter. The platuon lsader, platccn
gorgeant and weapons squad leader were aucng the Kli.. The nen who ended
up on the redic wis « Sorgeont -5 agued leader. He could not get to
the ranking men (a btarf Sergoant rifle squad leador), since any move he
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nede drew iumediete onory xifle fire., He wes the comue and leadorship
link to his Company Commendor. Throughout the night he adjusted cluse-in
artillery fire on the cheny surrounding him as ho hoard thew moving and
talking, Three sepaArate attacks were made during the night by the empny-
cach in about 50 nan stroength. 411 were poaten off by small arms and
artillery fire. Sgveral of the wounded wen of the platoon continucd to
fight. The secund attack, at approxiwately 0345 hours wae preceded by
bugle calls around the platvon ond up on the mountain 200-400 meters
above the platoon. I rojuosted and recvived a Tl uir strike in the
araa above tho platcon. It was conducted under sir Force flareship
illunination. It was right on target and grestly assisted in breuking
up tho second attack on the surrcounded platoon. This was the cnly
illunination used all night sinog it exposed the men in the surrounded
platcon as well as the foxholes in the open areas of tho batialion
porimeters ulso, thore was a foirly bright moon from 2%1% conwards. When
dey~light broke, aumerous onemy dead were seen apround the surrounded
platoon. These were only the de:d who ocould be soen by the mon as they
lay prene in their pogitions. Uther bodies were possibly concealed by
the high grass which dotted the arcs. DPuring ths night, the mon of the
platoon saw and hoard the enouy dragging off many dead and woundod.

D. First light ccme at 0630 hours.s I had tentatively decided
on wy plan of aftaock to reath the surrounded platcon while simultaneouvsly
socuring the perimeter, I direoted ny i, B, and U Uompany Conmanders
to moct moe &t the U Company CP f0 finnlize tho plan and to receive my
orders sinoe that was tho best point of vantage. Tho time was spprox-
ingtely 0640 hours. I also dirootoed each company to chook arcund their
positions carefully for infiltretors and snipers. ,

Ve o BNELY ATTChE QP 15 NOVRGESs

de &t gpproximately 065Q hours the recon olements of the 18t
and 24 platouns of U Cumpany (the two left platoons) which were search-
ing and soresoning spproximately 100 « 200 moters forward of their
positions began recciving rifie fire froum their front and left front.
Thay returned the fire and began pulling back to their defonsive pos=--
itionss &t this tivre, they were atbacked by a foros of 2 - 3 Companios.
The enery wes well-camouflageds crouching lowy and in somo cases orawling
on hends and knoeg. The recon perties from the twe platoen positions
right of the conpany CF enccuntered no eneuy bwt pulled back immediately
to their defonsive pegitione. wu intense snnll arws fire fight broke
oute Tho weight of the enemy attaock was directed at the left portion
¢of thu O Compeny sectur. The rooon partics of the 1et and 24 pleatcons
began teking casuslties including some hIL as they pulled back. Uther
men worae hit trying to get to thome. Some were rocovered; howaver, by
then ~ 0730 hours the enemy had woved almost to the porimeter foxhcles
desplite taking severe losses from artillery, mortar, and close air.
- Savage closu-range fighting weht on for the next two hours in the C
Company sector = primarily in the left throe platoon aress and furward
of tue Company CP. Thoro was considerable hond<tc~hand fighting. for
oxample, the 18t platoon lender wes found later KLi with five dead PLVN
eround him in and nosr his CF foxholo. Une man was found Kl with his
hands at the throat of a deoad ¥iVN, Nunercus ensuy hodies were .found
interningled with tho killed and wounded of C Coupenys ot approxivstely
0715 hours, the eneny attecked the L Company sentor near where the
mortars were emplaved. Thia put the porimetor under attack from two
directions. Artillery, sovial Rocket aptilleyy, and Tul iir were
culled in and their fires were accurate und extremely offective. 4R
and TuC usir was also used to »ing the perdmeter with fires. FPriority
of ell fires was given to C Company. The artillery Fu with C Company
was plnned down by rifle fire in tho coupany CF arsa. nence the artille
ery was adjusted by iy artillery liaison ufficer from ny CF. Therc was
good cbeervation.

B, 4t apprexivately 0715 hours, thca Commpading Ufficer, C
Corpany reguostod reinfurcemente. I tuok a platuon frow Company « (1%
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boing the closest to ¢ Coupeny) and dispatched it for the C Conpany

CP arces It ceme under fire while moving over the open ground, lost

2 bIi and WIa, but mado it to the right center of the C Conpany sector.
«% about 0745 hours, the A Company sector was attacked by whet was

later detormined to be & small furce. We wirs now being attnoked fronm
three differont directions with firing of equal intensity in all three
areass Urazing fire from enemy sunll arue and sutcustic woapons was
criss-orossing the interior of the perimoter into the landing zone,
battalion CF erce end aid station. Twolve tu fiftedn HE oxplosions

of either enemy morter or ruoket fire ogoured in tho perimeter. Several
men wers woundaed in and noar tho CF by small arms fire. vne was hla,

I alerted ry reserve for probeble commitment in the C Compeny ares or

D Company Sootor - both of wuich ocontingencies we had plannod for the

. night befure. L radived the trigede oummander, informed him of the
gituation, and in view of the losses being sustained by C Company and
the hoavy atteck, 1 requested an additionsl reinforecing ccrpeny. %o
hed alreudy alerted Uompeny 4, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavelry the previous
night and agsemblod it with helicopters ready fur movemont. My re-
quest was approved but L did net bring the company in at that tire due
to heavy firo in the 44, bee Tab I for dispusitions of oppesing forces.

Ce The heavy fire fight coutinued only in the U and U Conpany
Beotors. ot cno tire, epproximstely 0800 hours, the anti~tank platoon
was heavily ongoged and the L& was severely threatoensd. The mortaruen
wera firing both their mortars and their rifles and teking hosvy small
arms firo. Une mortar was hit and put out of action by eneuy fire.
L coruittod 1y reserve, the Rocon Flatcon, which roved into the left
of tho U Company sootcrs headed towards U Company and cleanod it out.
Ti.oy joinoed up with the rest of D Coupany and from then on throughout
the rost of the attack, that portion of tho perimeter was under oontrol,
This pormitted me tu take the wrisk of coemmencing to bring in « Company,
24 bettalion, Tth Cavilry. although the Li was under fire, it was roduoced
souevhats I needed 4 Company, 24 DBattalion, Tth Cavalry in,sc that I
cvuld reinforce or pwssibly counterattack or block in or behind the
C Coupany seotor. I ordered the ccimander, b Company, 24 ﬁattuilun,
Tth Cavalry to pull one sdditional rifle platouh plus his ousmand group
off his linej turn the sector over to. his romaining platoons assehble
the Company (=) dispersed near my CPy and prepare, on order, tc reinforce,
block, cr counterattack in the C Company seotor whioh was 125 noters to
tho oast of the CF or seoond, in any othor arwa. By then, two ufficers
of C Company had boon killed and three wounded. However, tho company
courlender although shot in tho oliest and back continued t¢ funotion;
holp tu control his ocompanys and give we reports for nearly three hours.
The men of C Company stuod their grounds Cne men of Company D who wound
up in thoe € Company sector was the only scldier loft couvering 50 metors.
He persunally shot 10 = 15 enemy with his M-16 rifle firing from the
kneeling position. The company radio oporator picked off 15 = 20 froum
- the company Cr foxhole. The ocompany ovumander killed several before
he wes wounded. The onewy fire was so heevy that movenent towards or
within the sectur resulted in more friondly casualiies. 4t wus during
t.de action at 0755 hours that 211 platoon pesitions threw a oclored
suoke grenade on ny order to dofine vimpally for Tul air, wite, and
artillery air observers the periphery- of tho perimeter. 411 fire support
was brought in extromely olose. Somo friendly artillery fell inside
tho porimoter, and two ¢ank of napalt were dplivered in my U¥ area
wounding two men and setbing off sume =16 ammo., This wo nccepted as
abnorrnl, but nut unoxpgobed duo to the emergency nood fur unusually
aluso=-in fire support (50-100 wetexs). C Company, with attachments,
fought tho nassive eneuy foree for over two hours. &b approximatoly
0910 hours, elemente of & Company, 24 Battaliun, Tth Cavalry began
londings L briofed the Cormending Vfficer, & Company, 24 Battalion,
Tth Cavelry on the situation and sew %, it that ho was oriented by the
Coumanding Officer, B Cimpany, 2d battelion, Tth Cavalry on the sector
he was to go into. I then ordered the Commanding Officer, Conpany B, Y
24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry to move with his command group and the one g R o
platoon to tho C Cuupany sectur, agswme cuntrol vver the romeinder of |
C Conpany ond rosponsibility for tho defense of the soctor. Mo movefi
out at 0941 hours. -THE romeining platoun of B Compﬁny, 2d Battalion
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Tth Cavelry followed shortly anfter when it was relieved on the perimetur
by 4 Company, 24 Battalicn, Tth Cavalry. whon the 3rd platuon of &
Oompany, 24 Battelion, Tth Cqv Llry dismounted from tho choppers, it
hended towards the C Company, 18t battalion, Tth Cavolry fire fight and
asgonbled behind their left platoon. I attachod it to B Company, 24
Battalion, Tth Cevalry anc it fought with thaet company throughout the
noxt tw., doys. By 1000 hours the enemy ottack had been defented. C
Company had hold. The eneny never penstretoed through their positione
4t opproximetoly 1330 hours all companies on tho perimeter sorecnod

vut for 300 weters and policed thu battlefield. -Deud FaVl, PuVN body
frogments, and P.VM wompons and oguipmont woro littored in profusion
arcund the edge and furwerd of the peorimeter. uumer.us.body fraguents
woro sogn. There was massive ovidunce e.gs bleody trails; bandages,
o¥6wT many othor PuVi being dregued away from tho aren. Some of the
eneny dond wore found stackod behlnd anthille. artillery and Tul sir
was placed on all weoded arosp nesxby into whioh trails disappesrod.
Kunerous enemy weapons wera cplleotod along with cther armanent. fwo
prisoners were takun and evocuated. Friendly desd and wounded wers
also gellotted. WHome friendly wers killed and wounded in this screen-~
ing. U Uonpany, 1et battelion, Tth Cavalry was then positioned as
‘the battaliun roserve in tho centor of the perimetor snd « Company,

2d Battalion, Tth Cpvalry wee in position in the furmer b Conmpany,

2d Battrlion, Tth Clvalry sector. :

i
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RUDISPUR ITTON OF THE POATMSUER:

s beto in tha aftornoon of 14 Novembor, the Hrigade Conwander
had rowed tha 24 Battalion, 5th Cavalry, into L2 Vietor. 4t apprexirately
0800 hours it headed, on foot, for Ld X-HY. See Tab J fur routes used.
4t 1205 hours, it clusod into A-RaY¥. Tho Coumending Vfficer, 24 Battalion,
Sth Cavelry andl 1 coordinated on the dispesiticn of forces. It was agrood
that his & and I Cumpanies which worce south and west of L X~RuY on the
lowor slopos of tho wountein heedod northwest plus b Cumpany, 18t Battalion,
Tth Cavidry would conduct a ceordinated attack behind artillery, uR.,

TuC alp proparation t. relieve the surreunded platuon. The route of
attack was as shown at Tab he LIt was agreed thet I would assume opor-
ationed eoptrel of Company B, 2d Battelion, 5th Cavelry and bo in oversll
control of all vaite at Lo AelY plus pesponsibility for its defensoe. B
Corpany, 24 Battnlion, 5tk vavelry moved forward of v Uompany, 18t Bottelion,
Tth Cavalry on tho peringter. 4&il 24 Battalion, Sth Cavalry mortars wont
inte weition and vegistefod. D Compmay, 18t Battalion, Tth Cpvalry (wminus
the mertar platoon) wus afded te ¢ Compeny, 18t battelion, 7th Cavalry
- in rosorve. The atback by » and ¢ Companies of the 24 battalicn, 5th
Cavalry and B Company, 18t Battalitn, Tth Oxvelry under control of
Comnanding Ufficer, 2d Battalion, %th Cev. lry jumpod off at 1315 hours.
There was little enoiy resistance. b Compeny, 1st bettalion, Tth Covaley
- reachod tho surrcunded platoon at 1510 hours.. .4t the location thore were
8 hlu, 12 Wii and 7 unwounded. The platcon etill hed sapmo left tnd were
in guud morales The wounded wers ovacuated rnd all usite disposed and
dug in fur the night. Diepositions were as shown at Tab L  sinition;
woter, end Pations wers breught 14 and disteibptods DTho dsad wore all
ovaduLted, o

VI

b ab opiRuxdiutely 9400 hoube, B Uolwsny, 1§t Battalion,
T8h Uavilay wus probed b 5 mpvsys Bwo vape k313ed and tho other three
dispersud, Tho wooh %es up w¥ R320 Liskks and there wore nc olouds.
Fire ddseipline, as Wuping the ppevious aight, vos oxesllent. .11
odning stake lightd on the morheode were umtinguishad, and nv morter
fire way pornitted, we during the previous night, without approval from
mee w1l flres wers cuerdinabed By uy «2b31liory Lisdson Uffiger. Con-
Yanousl, alose~in K snd & fires were sonductofl &ll scxound the perimetors
Some woka ploced on the mountaineide, and firing in two aress resulted
in o sories of sveundary explodions. '
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Be 4t apiroxiuetely 0400 hours, the enory began probing the
B Company, 24 battalion, Tth Cev: lry scctor. «t 0422 hours o forow of
250 - 300 enermy atitacked b Company, 2d Battalicn, Tth Uavalry dn the
18t Battalion, Tth Cavalry scetor, Tho route of attack was from the
southeast as shown at Tab . Flapeship 1lltwination wae celled for and
continuous wuntil 0545 hours. The attack was beaten off by small erms
andd artillery fires. 4t 0431 hours ancther attack by 200 enemy ccpe in
cn B Uompeny, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry. dach tiuwe a flare would light
up, the eneny would hit the ground or fall back into the cover and con-
cealuont offercd by the high grass and troes. The artillery took a
hesvy toll. There wero four batteries firing. The PV ocould be secen
dregging off numercus bodies. By 0503 hours, the weight of his att.ck
had shifted more to the scuthwest with approximetely 100 encmy attacking.
This was repulsed by 0535 hours, 4t 0550 hours, the flaroship ran out
of flares. artillery illumincticn wes then employed. The mortars of
both battalicns had been firing Hs since the attack began. Lorter
illumdnetion wes then permitted. Lt 0627 hours, ancther attack caue
directly towards the CP, at 0641 hours the éneny had boen beaten
off and was dregeing off bodies under firvoe. o Company, 2d Bettalicn,
Tth Chvalry had performed magnificently, and had suffered only 6 lightly
woundoc. during the atteok, two separate resupply runs of mow were
mede by the Recun Platoon, 18t settalion, 7th Cgvalry under fire anu one
by the A0 and radic operditors of B Gompany, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry.

Cs at 0641 hours, orders were given fur all men on the perimeter
to spray the trees and the anthills and bushes forward and ovor their
positiong at 0655 hours for two minutes to kill infiltretors, snipers, eto.
Tmmeiiately upon firing, a force of 30 -~ 50 P.VW exposod thenselves 150
moters forward of Conpany i, 24 Bettion, Tth Cavalry and begen fTiring
their weapans. spparently the "uad minute" free spraying, prematurely
triggerod a possible encmy attack. HE and VI artillery was brought in
and the attuek was besten off in twenty minutes. The tactic of spray
firing acocunsed for 6 PuVN dend. Uno hing fr.m a tree forward cf the
left platoon of ¥ Company, 2d battalion, Tth Cgvalry. Lnother droppod
out of & tree immadiately forwerd cf the B Compeny CP. Yno VL was
killed sbout one hour later attempting to climb down a tree end csoapo.
My company cormenders reported to me that the men likod this spraying.
In edcition to killing enewny, apprarently it affords a releass of tone
sion built up through the night, and clears any doubts as to oncry
noarbye. bt 0716 hours, a cautious and delibarcste sweep was nmde Xy
Company C, 1st battalion, Tth Cavalry and the Recon pletoon, 1s
Battalion, 7Tth C,velry throughout the intericr and fringes of the L
I ordered this conﬁuctod on hands and knecs t¢ search for friendly
casualties and PLVN infiltrators in the high clephant gress. The troos
wore alsu searched. There were negative rosults.

. D. 4t 0810 hours, all units on the(perimoter were ordered to

- coordinate with their flank units, and propare to move out oh a dearch
and clear sweop 500 meters commonoing cn wrder. Tho movoment began at
0955 hours, however, after noving 50 - 75 metors & Vumpany, 24 battalion,
Tth Cavalry came under firs. Vne platoon leader wss seriously woundod.
4ll movenent was stopped. b Vompany, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavalry pulled
back t. the perimetor foxholes and olomo=-in artillery and Tul uir was
called in. We then nmovod baock cuti oliminetoed all resistance and policed
the arens 27 more PuVN were killed on this sweep. wmneny desd were ly=-
ing throughout the aren. I saw uessive evidance of dead end wounded evac-
uation -~ bBlood, body fraguents, bloody germents, etcs We &lso brought
in threo friendly kL., Numercus onemy wesions wera ccllccted. lany were
soen which had hecn freguented by fire.

Be 4t approximately 0930 hours, the first clononts of tho
24 Bettalion, Tta Cavalry (-) began arriving at X-RuY. They clused at
approximately 1200 hours. wut 1040 hours, the Brigade Conmander (rdered
me tu move the battalion; Cempeny b, 24 Bastelion, Tth Cuvalry; and the
3d Piatoon, & Uompany, 24 Battalion, Tth Cavdlry by Us-1D to FuaiCUN Ls,
then to Camp Holloway ot Ploiku for twe days of rest and roorgeaieoticn.
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He ordered me to reli my elements on line with eleme‘ of the 2d
Battalion, 7th Cavalry and the 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry. This I did.

. However before mpving B Company, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry, I had them
conduct one final lateral sweep across their front out to 150 meters.
This wea the scene of extremely heavy action and I wanted the battlefield
thoroughly pogliced. The extraction by UH~-1D was completely successful,
and was covered throughout by artillery and TAQ Air delivered around
X~-RAY, on the flight routes in and out, and on the slopes of the mountain.
There was no enemy fire at any time during the extraction. The choppers
were not brought in until aircraft loads were spotted on the LZ. Hence
the UH-1Ds were only on the ground a few secconds. Concurrently with
troop extraction, excess supplies, snemy weapons, casualty gear and
weapons, and casualties were evacusted., BEnemy hand grenades, ammo,
anti-tank woapons, etc were placed in a large hole and arrangements
were made with CO, 2d Battalicn, 7th Cavalry for demolition by his
engineer teams. Many other enemy weapons had previously been destroyed
elsewhere in the battle area. By 1456 hours all clements of the

18t Battalion, .7th Cavelry; B Company, 2d Battalion, Tth Cavalry and

the 3d Platoon, 4 Company, 2d Battalion, 7th Cavelry had been extracted
from X~BAY bound for LZ Falcon. By 1830 hours all elements had left

Lz FALCON by air and closed into Camp Holloway, vicinity ofywFleiku.
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VIIT. HNEMY, FRIUNDLY CASUALTTES, CAPTURED :

.LQULPMENT
A BENHMY:

Killed, body count - 634
Iilled, wounded (Est) - 1215
Captured, evacuated - 6

B. FRIENDLY (INCLUDES ATTACHED UNITS):

Killed -~ 79
Wounded - 121
Misging - None

C. CAPITURED ENEMY BQUIPMENT, EVACUATED:

Assault carbines w/bayonet - 54
Assault rifles, automatic - 57
Automatic Rifles - 17

Heavy Mechine Guns - 4
Antitank Recket Launcherb -5
Pigtols - 2

81/82 mm Morter Tubos -2

Medics Kits - 6

D. ENEMY FQUIPMENT DISTRUYED TH OBJECTIVE AREA:

Crew-served and individual weapons - 75-100 (approx)
antitank Rockets - 3 ocases of 3 rounds each

Hand Grensdes - 300-400 (approx)

Asgorted small arms, AW ammunition - 5000-7000 rounds (est)
Entrenching tools - 100-150 (small shovel type)

IX.  COMMENT

A The following items concerning the enemy and general battle-
field techniques are considered worthy of mention. Most represent
nothing new and are listed for empha81s a8 being particularly applicable
to the PAVEN eremy.

B. FPIHE SUFPORT:

(1) Pire support toc be truly effective must be close-in.
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Lgalnst heavy attecks such 28 the cnes we defonded aguinst, some enemy
will get very clcso or even intermingled with friendly in the high
grass. bringing firos in promptly, "walking them in'' extremely close
holped us greatly. The comnander osnnot walt wntil he knows coxactly
where all his men are. If he does, in & heavy action, he will get
more men killed by waiting than if bo sterts shcooting immediatcly.
Unce the cnemy gets as cluse as 25 meters out or intermingled then he
has tho friendly fighting cn his terme, with thuse who hove nude it
thet closes Close fire support thon can be used to cut off his
follow-up units, and they will be thors. e is much more afreid of
napelm and white phosphcr.us than Hé. de hits the dirt under Hi
firs, Under napalm and WP, he ofton gets up and runs ercund in dis=-
order, and presonts a betcor tarset for swall arus, VI, and Hi.

The 250 pound frag bumb and the CBU's are vory effcotive.

(2) whon & unit gots into an objective area, as soon as
possible after landing, artillory fires shounld be brought in. ‘lhis
will maybe kill scme BN noarby and certainly will out down viue on
targot when o fire nigsion on known cnery is canlled for.

(3) .orial rocket artillery is extrenoly offsctive especilally
if the pilots know the exact locaticn of friendly. It hes a trenondcus
shock offuct wn the enemy. The thing sbout wde which mekes it at timos
nore offoctive then artillory is the faot thot it dves not heve tu be
seon by ground observers to be adjusted. Lf tho frent lincs or a friendly
positicn 1s merked and can bo reccgnized by the pilots, quick, aocurrte
firv support is the roesulte.

(4) The LaW wea offoctivo againat £ho anthilla bohind
which tho PaVN wore hiding. Tpainding (n use eof LW must be emphosizoed.

(5) If PuVil arc cncountered close-in Curing & friendly
attack, tho best solution to an attack wey be tc back up under artillery
and ddu, let the srtillery and wite work thu arue ovep and toen etart !
again, losfing off with plenty- of 798 in the trees and grass and- luws
inte the anthills.

(6) Whonever illwmintion was in tho nir many of the cmeny
coasod firing. ' :

(7) Caroeful plucement of M-79 mon should be emphasized in
crder to-give thom tho bost pusaiblo fields of fire. They must alwoys
ba on the leokéut for onory in troovs. 1t wus found thot tho M-79's
were oxtromely offcotdve agninst enoryy inh treos os well as troops in
tho open. N-T9's must ve fired into troes and the high gress oven when
no enoly ar. soonh.

(8) In this oporation all mortars wore ocubined undor a
centrnl ¥uC. UThis was very satisfootery. The morters were vory offect-
ive. lortar illuninstion firing was carefully contrclled at hettalicn
levels The morter illunin:ticn round hes a wery high dud rabe and 14t
would t-ke mehy rounds to provide e batteliun perimster illuninction
for cne hour, Therefipe it wrs usod tc £1ll the g for illuninrtion
betwoon thoe srtillery snd the flaroships Tho merters alone could not
have cime close to providing the desirved smount of illumination.

(9) artillery, Tul 4ir, and aRu oan Yo used at tho saue
tine without loss of aireralt or effuvathivonsss. Tho .l and Tl wir
flow porpandioular to the artillory gun-target line in thuso cames
whore thoy simultenccusly struok tho senc target arvas. voher striking
aivoraft flow parallol to the gunstarget lino ond boyond it. This called
for closo temmwurk betwoon tho Pl wnd the artillery liciscn cfficer.

(10) artillory mwet bo used aguinst pusseiblo avenucs of

roinforconont as well ne ci the oneuy in eithor zn &ttagk wr s dofonse.
Closo~-in cuntinucus dofensive H ane I fir.s are o rust in a defensive
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situation where the enemy iz known to bs present evon if ho is net
attackings

(11) Gpest emphasis should be placed on the ability of all
personncl down to end inoluding fire team leaders 4 adjust artillery
and morter fire.

(12) Baoh platoon mwt carry many colored smoke grenades
and & panel for marking friendly lines and landing aress.

(13) The technique of having all units on tho porimeter
throw & oolored smoke grenade on order groatly holped TAC Air and
AR4 1O looate the perimeter,

C. VEMENT

(1) Movement must bo cautiously aggressive. The cneuy
mist be pinned down by fire. Small unit, aqua.d. sizod fire and meve-
ment must bs ovnducted to perfeotion. This is extromely impoxtant.
If not conducted cozreotly, men will get hit and the problew is then
ovmpounded when wther uen atop firing to try to recover casuslities.
Then they alsu get hit in many cases gnd soon, combat effectiveness of
the mquad, platoon, etoe« is in danger of being losts fa this conneotica,
when eneuy oontact has besn made or is sir.ngly suspesctod, recon by fire
or actual fire and movenment ghould be eunduoted to forestall the enony
firing first. This iz particularly importent for o unit moving up along-
side a unit which is in contaot and in a fire fight.

(2) Platdon and company firve and maneuver mist be non-
duoted 4o perfection. Flanks must be sesure. Open flanks con v
gooursd to a degree by fixe support. Squade and platoons must te fied
together as close as the situation permits. The tighter tho bebttsr
ageinst the PaVN, ed he will hole up in gonsesled firing positions, let
friendiy go ty, then epen upe.

(3) Close-in ertillery, 4RA, and TaC &ir froit, rear, and
both gidos is a2 great help in moving through an area where thers are
known ¢nemy. This 4s norpal but sometiies overlooked.

(4) - When ¢ompanies cunduct sweep and clear opsrations
together out of & perimeter, ox vver a certain route, battalion st
oliook on the dompany formations to be used to insuro that the tcreradn
will bo adequateldy coversd and the companics are properly covwdinataed
and fitbed to the terrain and "the énery situstion.

D. THCHNIQUESS

. (1) The teshniqua of hedding & atmpany (-) a8 an offehsive
striking furow: Witdke regin &@m}ﬁﬂ* wf e Plismboon oheok specific erces
out 50100 reteyk oo the Gapddng S werked out vory well in this

casoe Fur one B M L mm& WE 4y eotuadly on the ground
and seos and Fogle WM WREREn A biw whvdsegnant, the commender of

the Wnit chavged with I NAUHELLY degs MY Shnklly know which avcas he
wil) chdok out in prj: w  &le wnd Rt Smpontant, the essombled
company (~) enetlos the ballalish Gulmenden 5o hit any encmy attack

auiokly with a 0@11’&3:’01?“&3: vidts L Mide operetion we were also able

to move quickly with Compeny B te devélep the contact made by one

of its platoons as soon as Cotpany & had sufficient force to take over
the 1Z seourity mission. In petrespect, tho faot that Company B was

in & posture for a fagt move off the lmnding zone undoubtedly geve ue
the Jump on the PaVN. Had riot B Uompsiy surprised them with thedir
aggresaive move up the finger, we might woll heve beoen fighting ‘the

PuVN frow the fringes of the 1% with our backs on it ~- and the @%

in turn would howve had good fislds of fire on the ilnouming heliveffhebs '
carrying thse last olemonte of A Company and all of C and D Companioes.
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I foel that the faot that we had first B Company, then a4 Company, off
the landing zone moving against the PLVN, then C Company in a good blooke
ing position took the initiative eway from him. From then on, for three
deys and two nighte, ho was roccting to our presence.

(2) &t night, units must form tight periueters, use Claymore
wines, trip flares and dig in. The use of outposts and listening posts
dopends largely on the terrain and the eneny situation. In this operation,
it would have been suioidal as the cover and cunccalment afforded the
eneny too meny opportunities to teke the outguards by stealth. Canouw
flagod foxholes with cleared fields of fire are recuumended. Normel, butb
somotimos hard to execute under fire.

) (3) In a perimeter defense, it is necessary to chock the
front with small rocon parties at first light and periodically threugh
the day for 100-200 meters to ciear out infiltrators, police the battle~
field, and to insure that the enemy is not messing for an atback. This
aotion should be preceded by having ell troops on the PGrimﬁLﬂf snray the
trees, greass, and anthills to theilr front and overhead at « <poniried

time for two-three minutes. When the recon elements screci tn vho
front, it should be preceded by artillery and recon by fire. alre Cav
Soouts overhead oan mssist by observation. Unite should move az in
the attack with fire and movement. 4ll men nmust glve tho cuemy tre
capablllty of being to tho front and overhead as infiltratozs, Sﬂ!DGrS:
or massing for an attack.

(4) The battalion commend group must ocarry 492 antenna
in on tho assault and set it up as svon as possible. D Ccmpany, my
alternate. CP, carried one in on the assault -~ get it up, and it
- was ianvaluable.

B. SUPPLY PORT, SERVICESS

(1) The minimum smount of geer should bo carried into
an asseult. This should be one mesl, & poncho, iwe canteens cof wator,
salt tablots, and plenty of smmunition.

(2) Casualties are & criticel problem. Whon firs is
pinning down individuals, one cesualty will cost one or two mors moh
attempting to geot te him. Hesvy oover fire must te employed to txy
and cover the abtempt to recover the wounded men end get him oub of
the denger area. Leadars at all levele in contaot under firs mnst aot
cautiouely in getting casualtiss out. I lost many lesderc rillszd and
wounded while reaovering casuslties. Wounded must be pulled back to
sone type of covered poeition end then treated. Tpoops must not get s0
concerned with casualties that they forget the anenmy and their missions

Attempting to carry a man out reguires up to four men as besrars which
can hurt a unit at a oritical timo.

(3) BEvacuation of casusltios froem tho sress of contact
in this sotion was a problems TORE litter bearers would have been a
big help. 48 it turned out, fighting strength had to bs used to
sarry out a wounded man (3-4 men raquired) or to assist meny walklng
wounded. (one men at least required in many oaaes).

(4) When a man is wounded or killed, his wespon and some
of his eguipment get separated from him in many cases., An S8-4 represent-
ative » officer or NCU with essistants, muet be present at least in
the battalion forward sid station and at the collecting company at
Forwerd Support, Some of our equipment was evacuated with men all
the wey to wui Nhon. 4lso we had many M-16's shot up and hed to
have replacements in the area. Therefure we kept a lot of weapons
in the battle eres for re-issue. When we were pulled out we bhrought
all exceas weapons and equipment with us. Many etreny weapons which °
~ were captured and sont out with friendly KIi end WIA wore never seen
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agedin. The unit commander fighting the bYattla in the oBjesctive areca

loges cuntrol of equipment, friendly and eneny, onoe it leaves the

. forward arsa by helicopter. 4 more effective "becketop" systsm must
be set up to oatch this gear and ochtrol it when it arrives at various

unloading pointe in tho rear. .

(5) Rations are go problem. Few men oat much when in a
heavy actiony however, water is oxtremely oriticel. It must be present
in quantity pertioulsrly when thers is no stroam souroe svailablo.

(6) The pathfinder tomm was tromendous. Until they could
get in eround 1630 hours, 14 November, all inooming airoraft hed to be
. guided in and out by the battalian cormander on the battalicon command
net. & pathfinder team should go into every baettalion-~eized assault.

(7) It took time to relved 116 magasines-one round at
& time., In the heavy motion we onsountersd, this took excessive time
at oritical pericda. It was partioulerly oritical during the .maisy night
attack. Also it wes diffioult to keep track of empty meguwwisl ia.
& heavy fire fight. The solution may be an expendehle, plestic iyps
magazine which is resupplied to the rifloman fully leaded in & bandelesr
as was the old M«1 olip of eight rounds. wlso, the prescnt Y- ~1d o
pouch nekea orewling on the stumach difficult.

(8) The individual scldier must beoome at leews as guod
as the PAVN in cemouflamge teohnigues and use of terrain cnd foliags
to ocover and gonceal his movements. This must be emphasized.

¥. THE PAVN ENEMY :

(1) Ho appeerdd to bo well-trainsd. Ho wee npucoswlves
He was sguipped with & preponderance of autumatic weapons ol vlhansy of
emunition. He oarried 3 « 5 Chinese potveto mosher hand grousodes. He
varried a softball-sized wad of cooked rice, most of them cexricd &
bed roll oconaieting of a piece of waterproef plastio and & hanroclks
His woapons were well maintained.

(2) Ho wes an sxfert at camouflage and wead evoer 4 bt of
covor and cupooalment to perfevtion. With only small arng, woriive,

and antitank weapens ha oWvicusly sought $o olope with s IN Wﬂsﬂl
quiskiy~bofors wo could ddsdover kim - possilly to regder (o Pive suppLat
1es8 offeotive and oepbainly bo overwhieln wa and foxde we to vigos on

his terms. Withowt mph dvophead fire aupwrﬂu ke probakiy hes to fall
baok oh. expert cemonfisgs Gechaiousy, abtthoke 4 mesw, infiitretors, and
stey~bohind killer parties.

. (3) He was & ddedly ahote IXn oaring for my men who hed
been killed and wounded, I was strusk by the great number who had boeen
shot in the head and uppdr part of the body ~- partioulsrly in the hoad.
Ho dofinitely aimed for the lesders -- the men who were shouting, pointing,
talking on radios. Hc glso simed for the wen cerrying radios. He algo
&ppoared to eonocantrate on men wearing insignim of rank -~ particularly
non-commissioned officer with atripes on their armes In this war, I
question if it is necessary, posaidly even foolish, or inviting fire,
for non-commissioned officers to wear insignie of their grade --
or any enlisted man for that matier. Within the smsll unite, all men
know, their loaders. In bese camp the lesderd ghould wear their insignia.
On operat‘iom egoinst the enemy, they should wear olesn-sleeve fatiguts.

- (4) when attacking, the H»VN units eonfronting ug used
mess assault tactics preceded in sume cases by light mortar and snti=~
tank rocket fire. The latter I believe is often misteken for morter
fire. He also used onoircling maneuvers with 50 - 75 mon groups. He
employed his machine guns extremely woll and thoroushly understood the
value of grasing fire. At night, he infiltrated emell numbers up to

B
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the friendly positions. These enemy set up on top of grassy anthills,

in trees, and good close-in firing pesitions. He was expert at probing
our defensive perimeter at night and went toc great efforts to try to force
friendly into firing.

(5) When met by heavy ground fire or by mortar, artillery,
TAC 4ir, or 4R4 he become less organized. However, he did not quit.
Nepalm and white phosphorous he definitely did not like.

(6) He appeared to have nc radios. The leaders controlled
their men by shouting. Bugles were used during the night of 14 - 15
November on the mountain above the battalion perimeter. &lso, at night
on the mountein they usod signal lights.

(7) He fought to the death., When wounded, hc ccabinued
fighting with his small arms and grenades. Ho appeared fanctics)l when
wounded and had to be approached with extreme care. Many fricndly were

'shot by wounded PaVN,

(8) Ho also appeered fanatical in his extreue affonis to
recover bodies of his dead and wounded and thelr equipment. Ko never
stopped his efforts in this regard and used the night, the hig grass,
the anthills and other concealment to. maximum sdvantage to esurve his
rurpose. We found many of his dead with ropes tied around the ankles
and a short, running end free. I saw two of my dead with similar
ropes tied around their ankles.

(9) Some of my men who met.him face to face have stated
that some PAVN appeared to be "hopped up". They basod this conalumion
in part on their observetion that when.shat, thay kept moving seoveral
mere eatepe. firing before droppings In these cases, 1t is puusible
that the high velocity M-16 bullet passed cleanly through ithese ensmy
without any immediate stopping effeot. 4lso some men stated vthat ihey
sew a faw enemy keep their weapons at sling arms-although under five.
One non~cummissioned officer stated thet one group of 30 or so enemy
continued moving across the front of his squad although it wee being
out to pieces by cloee~in flanking fire.

(10) A favorite tactio of the PAVN enemy we faped seemed
to be an aggressive small-unit encircling maneuver. Another wes & rapi@
assault by 6 ~ 10 PAVN on 2 or 3 friendly.

(11) Vo found some of our KIi "dog tags" and wallets on
the bodies of dead PaVN,

VIII. Out of all the above, the prinoipal points that I WGuld 1ike
tuv omphasize aret

he We mst meke imsginative and constant uge of our
tremondous fire support advantage to kill the PAVN enemy before he
gete so close that we must fight him on his terms. This includes
heavy use of the M-79 and even hand grenades to hold him out so that
artillery, TAC Lir, and 4R4 can work on hinm.

Bs We must teke time and avery oupertunity to train our
men, ahd especially our replacement®, to perfection in small-unit fire
and movement and fire and maneuver. If we do not do this, men will
be killed who would not otherwise be killed.

. G+« The commender on the battlefisld must continually anticipate
what the future mey bring or oculd bring and take steps to influence the
future before it comes about. This epplies to the enemy; to fire support;
supply of ammo, water, and medical supplies before the requirement arises

ey
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to friendly reaction to possible enemy actions and t¢ all other matters
having & bearing on a perticular situation. also, periodically throughe
out & battle,; the commender must mentally detach himself from the action
and objeotively think -~ what is not being done which should be done to
influence the situation, and what is being done which should not be going
Ol

HARULD G. RUOHL
Colonel, Infantxy
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Copy Nr,

Hys, 18t Bn, Tth Cav
Plei Mo, RVN 24168069

140845 Yov 65 '

Written transeript of Oral Operations Order isgued by Lisutenant Colonel
Harold G, Moore, Commending Officer, tst Dattaliony Tth Cavalry, 140845
November 1965, ,

1, SITOATIONs ST | | )

' (1) Possible Battalion vicinity YA 903032,
22; Pogssible enemy on Chu Pong Mountain YA 935010..
3) Possible secret base vicinity YA 960020,

Bs 3rd Brigade contimies present mission of sesmrch and destroy
Bcuth dnd West of Flelku, Plei Me with 2/7 Cavalry South of
Fleil Me and 2/5 Cavalry West of Flei Me,

2. Mgsiont 1gt Battallion, Tth Cavalry conducts Air assault operations

: in area LIME (Ia Drang Valley) %o search for and destroy
the enemy. Opearations will be concentrated on stream beds,
river beds, and wonded high graund to a kekdrium helght. of
500 meters.

3, EXECUTION:
A. Concept of Operations:

(1) Maneuver: The battelion will enter the area.of opetations
- by company elements shuttling from their present locations
- using 16 UMD helicopters landing at Lending Zone X-HAY,

" Alterhate Lending Zones are TANGO and YAVKEE to be used only
on ordere  Compeny B will land first and seocure the Landing
Zonge - The Landing Zone will be sooured using tho technique
of sending out recomnaissance elements from ane platoon and
retaining the company () assemblod as a striking force.
Company A, Company C, and Company D will follow onm order.
Company. B and Company A on order will aggemble in attack
formation nff the North and, Northwest, portion of the landing
zone prepared tn onmmence a onordinated searching movement

e tn the Eagt and Northeast on order with Company A on the
~ right (Bast). Company C initially Battalion reserve and

-Lending Zone security on order. Prepare tn move West and
gzafhwest tn search lower portion of mountain area vicinity

IY.

-, (2) 'Plre Support: There will be an 8 minute diversionary
- artillery preparation vicinilty Landing Zone YANKGE and
T.NGO, . £ollowed by a 20 minute tube artillery preparstion
vicinity the primery Landing Zone X-RAY with emphasis. on
;ugigyndiug terrain and the finger and draw Northwest.of
=hile . o - T R : ‘ '
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The tube sptillery will Be followed by 30 sseonds of Aerdal
Koeket Artillery follrowed by 30 seconds of gunship pre-
paration just prior to touchdown of the assault companys
All mortars under Company D mortar platoon eontrol.
Fogitinn area. to be sleoted after landing. Friority
of fires initially to Company B then to Company A when
move off the LZ b0 Dast. begins.

B, Compeny At

Ce Company B:

De Company Cs

E. Company Ds

P AHeadquarters,Company; Move to Landing Zone on order
wtilizing 2 CH-47's,

Ge Conrdinating Instruections: )

(1) Bach rifle company be prepared to assume mission of any
nther rifle company on ordor.

(2) "o 1if+ frequency will be nsed for move o
(3) A11 rifle companies také one mortar and maximum emmnition.

(4) 411 morviers will be brought in as internal UH1D loads and
" placed under Company I} contrnl.

ATHMTNSTRATTON AND LOGISTICS:

Le Mo mules will be taken into obaectiva arca until oleared to do
20 by the Battglion Comm%nﬂer.

B, Porward Supp;y pnint will be at Landing Zone Faloon %A 022d32.

Co Bquipment left at Plel Mo will be placed inside the Special Forces

Camp prepared for air. move $0 Landing Zmne Faloon or X=RAY on order.

COMMAND LND SIGNAL ¢

A+ Battalion Commander ipit@@llﬁyﬁ{fh asééﬁf%"bnmpany.

Be Battalion Forward Cofinand Eoets - Lah&ing ‘Zone X-RAY at Battalion
Commander's location;

Co Battalion Rear Command Pogte Pﬁasaﬁt location initially. Landing
Zone Falenn on orders

. t MOURE i L -
\ Lt Colonsl
. OFFICIAL:
Yili—
DILLON
5=3
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